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OF
CARRIZR AIR GIROUP TWELVE
FOR THD PitIOD
28 OCTOBIR 1952 TIROUGH 22 AFRIL 1953
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PART V AR TITELLIGLNCE SUMMIARY
PART VI SURVIVAL SUIHMARY

PART VII  MAINTCIIANICE AND MATERIAL SURLIARY
PART I
ORDILLIICE SUIZIARY

1., During the period 28 October 1952 through 22 April 1953, The Air Group
dropped 26,380 bombs totalling L,60L tous. The jets expended 10,358 bombs
(1,311 tons) while the propeller aircraft dropped 16,022 bombs (3,293 tons).
The Air Croup expended an average of 362 bombs (63.2 tons) per whole
opercting doys A4 total of 1,117,326 rounds of ammunition was expendeds

2+ Guns:

ae The performance of both the 201! and .50 Calibre guns wes considered
exccllent, The FLU-L!'s expended 162,320 rounds of .50 czlibre ammunition
with an average of 6,600 rounds lired per stoppages The rcmainder of the
Mr Group expended 685,006 rounds of 20MM ammunition with an avcrege of
1,100 rounds fired per stonpagce Disconnecting the gun and feed mcchanism
heoters nroduced no adverse effectse The majority of stoppages were attri-
buted to link jems, broken belts, feed mechanism jams, and a loss of tension
on the drive springe /£ very small minority were due to gun part malfunctions
or breckages. Cuns were pulled and cleaned after every 1000 rounds, whether
the ~uns had developec trouble or not, Daily maintenance cousisted of swab-
bing out chambers. and oil sproying guns, using E51 gun oil exclusivelys
Tompions werc used on every flighta

bs 4 second safety wire was instelled on the sear recturn nut of the
2011: ~un in order to prevent the firing solenoid from bocoming locses It
was found that onc wire was insufficient and wns continually brecking.
Since these wires were subjected to much vibretion, care was talien in their
installation in order to prevent them from being overstressed,
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Ce  After two accidental firings of 20MM guns during the first combat
perlod, a breech blocking tool, invented by Ge. R. ADIY¥, AOUl, of Vi-125,
was employed with much successe This tool fits over the gas cylinder sleeve
and barrel behind the yoke and in front of the push rodse The breech block
is unable to go home and fire because it is held back by the push rods which
are engaged by the toole Since adopting this tool, only one accidental
firing has occurreds This firing happened during the last operating period,
while removing a jammed 20M({ gun from an F9F=5 aircrafte The gun stoppage
was caused by an empty cartridge case that had become wedged between the
breech block and chamber due to an extractor failure, Repeated efforts
failed to dislodge the empty case which blocked a visual inspection of the
chamber, Due to the position of the breech block, the breech blocking tool
could not be inserteds While removing the gun from the plane s the case
became dislodged, allowing the gun to fire,

de Due to the limited space and the work load impesed upon an .ir Group
while operating off a carrier, it is extremely difficult to accomplish bome
sighting properly, It is recommended that deploying .iir Groups make every
effort to complete bore sighting before embarkinge Replacement planes
should be bore sighted by the supplying activity before delivery, Bore
sighting patterns should be standardized as advised by the Fleet ifr
Gunnery Unit, _ .

2s Bomb Racks and Rocket Launchers: Bomb racks and rocket launchers employed
by this iir Grotp ware the Ik 55 Hod I, Douglas Bomb Ejector, Mk 51, ik 9
rocket launchers, and the Aero LA combination bomb rack and rocket launchere
Satisfactory results were obtained from all racks, with the exception of the
Aero 1lhie ' Of the 122 hung bombs that occurred, 85 were on tais racke In
most cases, investigation of these racks uncovered no apparent malfunctions
or discrepancies other than the necd for a stronger rclease solenoid and an
access port to facilitate maintenance checks and inspectionss Although the
maintenance manual for this rack states that no lubrication is required,

this Air Group has found it necessary to keep sway brace worm gears and
arming solenoid plungers well lubricated in order to prevent them from
sticking due to corrosion. No adverse cffects due to cold weather opecrations
resulted, ComFairJapan was advised and rccommende the afore mentioned
procedures,

3¢ Bomb Handling Equipment: Bomb handling cquipment is still a problems
The Wm% now being used has proven to be inadequate for flight
deck operationse lMuch time, effort, and energy is wasted in trying to push
or pull thesc skids over arresting cables and barriers without upsetting the
skids and bombs, bending the tail fins, or causing porsonncl injurye This
is particularly apparent when the skids are loaded with 260 pound fragmenw
tation bombs or smallere The main body structure of this skid appears to
be quite satisfactory, however, it is believed that the efficiency of this
skid would be greatly improved if modified with larger wheels equipped with
soft rubbear treaded tirese ‘
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he Re-armingt

as It was found highly impractical to load AD!s with the wings foldede
After each recovery, the wings were left spread, allowing the wing stations
to be loaded before folding the wings and tightening wp the spote This
method lproverl most successful and greatly decreased the loading time for
the AD!se

be The F4U's and the FPF!s were loaded with the wings folded, except
when 500 pound and 1000 pound bombs were loaded on the FOF-5'se

¢s Maintaining a bomb stockpile throughout the day forward of the
1sland was mandatory to permit meeting all ordnance commitments,

5e The Mk 2 Mod O station selector switch used in the F9F-5 aircraft
restricts the pilot as to the type of selective bombing that he may doe A
seventh station for salvo was installed on this switch in one aircraft,
using a modification conceived by F. A, ALBERSON, AOAN, of VF-122, Number
six station selector was modified to emergizc only the two inboard racks,
which prior to this, could be released first on salvo onlys Plans for the
modification of the selector switch and junction bax are being forwarded
by letter through the proper channelss

6o Aero 2C Controllers: The polarized relays contained in the Aero 2C and
2B controllers are unsatisfactory for prolonged usages The majority of these
relays have repeatedly failed to test properlye

7e Bomb Rack Testing: In order to facilitate bench checking the Mk 55 bomb
rack, Mk 9 rocket launchers, and the Aero 1LA combination bomb rack and
rocket launchers before installing them on alrcraft, R, A, LITTLE, AEAN,

of VA-125, designed a1d buklt a rack testing set that would check both the
mechanical and electrical operation of these rackss This device contributed
directly to the saving of many man hours and much material while making the
task of repairing these racks more simple, The plans and details describing
this testing apparatus are being forwarded through proper chamnels.

8s Personal Ecuipment: From experience » the following items have been found
to be essential %o every ordnancemans

as Red filtered head lampe

be Proper foul weather clothing, including leather fingered gloves with
suitable inner liners,

L
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ce Tool belt kit equipped with electricians' pliers (8«10 inches)
for fuzing instead .of diagonals, a 5/8 inch socket wrench with 3/8 inch
drive for winding in 20MM feed mechanisms, screw driver, rack cocking
toolse

9¢ Ordnance Personnel: All ordnance loading commitments were met in

time for every launch, except on four occasionss This achicwcnent was
accomplished despite fatlgue and thoroughly unpleasant weather and because
the ordnancemen exhibited the most industrious, driving will to meset a
real challenges These men were well trsined and with experience,; soon
became proficient in their respective duties and in working as z team wher-
ever and whenever the need arose, regardless of squadron affiliationse
However, the complement of one ordnanceman per plane was barely adequate
to perform all the ordnance work required and allowed no mergin for sicke
ness, accident, or emergencys
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TOTAL ORDNANCE EXPENDITURES (28 OCTOBER 1952 = 22 APRTL 1953)

TYFZ VF-121 -VF-]122 VF=12 VA-125 VCw3 VC~35
ORDUMNCE  (F9F-p) (E9R5) (FlUwl) (4D=3,h) (FLU~BN) (ADfN) TOTALS
20004 GP 268 268
10004 CGP 2 8 2h3 1701 6 2 1962
1004 SAP 5 L9 2 56
S500# OP 351 350 823 155 154 97 2930
SO GLP 15 15
AN TR 1618 1555 37k 961 765 w3 sls
25! GE 2531 2659 3148 Lo8)Yy 104 372 12898
100 GP 733 551 148 856 62 346 2696
3504 DB 1 Lo 1 88 139
on AR 4,85 557 h27 215 168L
5% HIAR 16 16
3¢5 AR 10 300 28 338
AN-M12 INCEN CILUS 2L 2h
NAPAIM 17 20 37
MKS MOD 9 FLARES 323 769 1092
20MM 232193 22904k 8797h 70100 65695 685006
+50 CAL 162320 : 462320
TOTAL HUNG ORDN..NCE
TYPE MK 9 DOUGLAS
ORDNANCE  AERO 1WA MK 55 MOD 1 MK 51 LAUNCHER BOMB EJECTOR TOTAIS
10064 GP 1 1
S00# GP 1 6 1 21
250# GP L2 12 Sh
2604 FRAG 12 8 20
100# GP 20 L 2 26
S ATAR 98 15 13
5% HVAR 1 1
345 AR 3 l 7
T-5 ENCIOSURE (3)
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DISPOSITION OF HUNG ORDN.NCE

TYFE RELE..SED
ORDN.LNCE BY M/NEUVERING

10007 GP
5007t GP
2504 GP
2607 FR.G
100 GP
g AT.R
5% HV.R
3¢5 AR

WN~3\0

ACCTDENTAL FIRINGSt 20 MM = 3
250% GP = 1 (AERO 1LA)
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D.M.GE SUMAL.RY

DivinGE TIFLICTED ON SNEMY 28 OCTOGBIR 1052 THACUGH 22 /PRI 1953:

T..RGET DiISTR.YZD D.L.CED
drmo Stockpiles 1l 3
Bridges, Highvay 1 28
Bridges, Railroad 2 . 8
Boats : 7 83
Buildin s, Barracks 105 106
Buildings, Factory 30 L9
Buildings, Storage or Warehouse 307 127
Buildings, Unidentified L80 855
Bunkers L9 88
Bypasses, Railroad 1 1
Caris, Ox : 57 68
Cars, Railroad 19 204
Cars, Vehicle 6 3
Caves 6
Comrrmnic~tions Center 1

Cuts, Highway ‘ ' 25
Cuts, Railroad : 165
Docks 1
Fuel Facilities 5 2
Gun Enplacements ~ L8 39
Installationg,.Radar 2 S
Insvallations, Radio : 1
Install~tions, Power 2 18
Locomotives 6 13
Mershalling Yards 3
HIG=15 Jircraft 2 1
Penstocks L
Roundhouses 1

Shelters, Personncl 85 L7
Shelters, Supply 6l L
Sholters, Vehicle L5 L1
Shops, Vchicle Repair 9
Snowr Shad 1

Supply stockpiles _ 27 L3
Tanks 1 1l
Trenches (In yards) Controllers! cste 1130 L75
Troops Controllers! cste 22L KLy 130 WIL
Trucks - 299 589
Tunncls, Highway 1
Tunnels, Railrosd 10
Water Tower 1
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D.iiG.s TO OMN LIRCLFT 28 OCTO3ER 1952 THROUGH 22 .PRIL 1953:

C.Usis - F9F=5 FLU-Y .D-3,4 FLU-SH (D~} .D-U4il F2H-2P TQL.L
Lost, cnemy action 3 2 6 0 0 0 0 11
Lost, opcraiicnal 2 1 1 0 0 0 1 5
Lost, other 1 0 0 0 0 o -0 1
Damaged, oncmy action 28 29 5 1 0 3 0 66
Darnged, oparational 18 7 1 L 2 2 3 37
Damnged, other g2 L L1 2 11,

20 21
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PERSONNEL PERFORIM/MNCE JND C.SUALTIES SUMM/RY
PRFQULIICE:

le The performance of Jir Groun porsonncl is considcored excellent.

Horale romained at a very high lovel throughout the entire deployment
period, in spite of severe weather conditions end a heavy work load, It
is belicved that four weck periods on the line during the wintcr months
should be considercd meximum becousc the fatigue resulting from long
strenuous hours then becomes quite noticecables Bingo gemes sponsorcd by
the shipts Welfarc end Recrcition organization, movies, the shipts band,
news broadcasts by the ship's LI0 officc, boxing smokers, happy hours,

thc hobby shop, library, and rcligious scrvices all contributed their part
in mainteining morale at a high lovel while at scae Squadron and division
partics were held during ine-port periods and reservations at Rest and
Recrcation hotels, operated by Jrmy Speeiel Services in Japen, were obtained
for 21l officers and men desiring thom.

2¢ The personncl availability by squadrong and detachments was as follows:
On Board On Board Lverage © Transe-

11-1-52 S-1-53  LAveilability — ferrcd Received
Off lien  Off ton  Off Tlen  OFf llen Off  ilen

C.Gm12, Staff 12 18 1 17 12 7.5 3 3 2 2
V=121 27 119 26 118 26,5 118.5 %1 10 O 9
VF-122 26 119 2L 117 25 118 #2 13 0 1
VF-12L %6 122 26 115 26 118.,5 26 12 26 5
V=125 27 138 23 136 25 137 #, 10 © 8
VC=3 Dct #GM 5 3L 5 30 5 32 0 7 O 3
VC~11 Dct “Gh 7 28 7 2 7 22 0 2 0 0
VC=35 Dct HGY 9 Lh 8 35 845 39.5 1 10 0o 1
VC=61 Dot "G 5 o5 5 22 5 2345 0 3 0 0
##VC~3 Dot NGLM 3 23 3 23
#¢VC~35 Dot Ww 3 1 3 16

# illed or missing in action,.
#% These detachments reported to CVG-12 prior to doployment to WESTPR.LC
and werc bascd ashore ot NLS, Ltsugl, Japans

3s The following average mumber of personnel were assigned to ship's
divisions from the .ir Group:

licss Cooks 25
Ship's Cocks L
Stcwards 13
Ship Scrvicemen 3

f
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